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Harwell Bicycle Users Group – Priority Infrastructure Projects - January 2012

1. Harwell Village to Harwell Oxford Campus via The Winnaway.


The Winnaway link from Harwell village to the Harwell campus is a busy and important cycle route 
and cycle traffic will increase as Didcot and the campus expands especially with the proposed new 
Cow Lane link to Didcot West developments and Abingdon (see 4).


The current Tarmac surface is in a bad state of repair and we would like to propose the following 
improvements:

· Build a new link from the end of the Winnaway from where it joins the A4185 to the north of the Harwell campus down to connect to the traffic light controlled crossing on Sustrans cycle route 44.

· Widen and resurface the current Tarmac Winnaway path.

· Improve drainage and foundations of the section that runs by the side of the field inbetween the A4185 and the end of the farm track.

· Reclassify the Winnaway from a footpath to a Bridleway to allow cyclists to legally use it. The Winnaway has been used by cyclists and horses for over 25 years so the reclassification is just the formalisation of the existing position.

· Build a lit cycling refuge across the A417, with associated warning signs. It is likely that most cycle commuters will continue to use the roads to cross the A417.

2. Wantage to Harwell Oxford Campus via West Ginge, Ardington, West and East Hendred.


This route would provide an alternative to Sustrans route 44 which has issues with maintenance 
costs of the private permissive use section in between East Ginge and the Newbury Road. This route 
would also have the following advantages.

· It runs parallel to the busy A417, providing an alternative route, and links all the villages together and with Wantage.

· Could be extended to Rowstock and run North on the Hungerford Road track to provide a Wantage to Milton Park route.

· Most of the route already exists, so fairly cost effective. The link to West Hendred from the Red Barn farm needs to planned as the current footpath runs through West Hendred churchyard.

3. Hagbourne Hill Improvements to 'On Road' Cycle Provision from Upton.


Hagbourne Hill from Upton is an unclassified road but it links the A34 and the A417 and traffic 
speeds on it are fast and busy during peak hours. Lorries and buses also use the road. In addition 
along part of the length the hedge grows right to the edge of the carriageway. This combination 
results in an intimidating cycling environment.


We would like to see if there are any schemes that can be implemented to improve 'on road' cycling 
provision. Some suggestions for consideration are:

· Advisory cycle lanes on both sides of the road with the centre White line being removed.

· Cyclists Crossing warning signs on the approaches to the T junction at the top of the hill.

· Improvements to the T junction at the top of the hill to protect cyclists going straight over the junction from traffic turning right onto the hill.

· Build a lit cycling refuge across the A417, with associated warning signs. It is likely that most cycle commuters will continue to use the roads to cross the A417.

· When the Harwell Field Link Road is built then resign Hagbourne Hill to direct traffic for the A34 onto the link road and visa versa. Also possibly add a weight restriction on the road and a sat- nav direction ban.

4. Abingdon to Harwell Oxford Campus via Milton Park and Harwell Village.


All routes to the Harwell Oxford Campus from Abingdon require cyclists to use reasonably busy 
roads. This proposed alternative route will provide an 'off' road / quiet road and direct route. The 
whole route also provides a route to Milton Park from North and South of the park.

· The first section of the route uses Sustrans route 5 and then to Milton Park via Milton village. This section is also a busy cycle route to Milton Park from Abingdon so any improvements would benefit both business parks.

· The second section runs from Milton Park, through the currently disused tunnel under the railway and crosses the, very busy, A4185. It then runs along the existing A4185 cycle / pedestrian path and then up the Cow Lane path into Harwell village using the existing A34 bridge. 

· This section needs to be considered with respect to the Didcot Western Expansion (Valley Park). The current plans show that Cow Lane will become an estate road and it may be better that the cycle lanes should be planned to be built on the perimeter road. However the Western Expansion is not planned for 10 to 15 years so if an alternative can be built before this that would not be affected by the development then it would be an ideal solution.

· The final section runs through Harwell Village and uses the Winnaway as detailed in 1.

