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Didcot Garden Town Delivery Plan Consultation
Dear Sir / Madam,

Harwell Bicycle Users Group (HarBUG) represent cyclists at the Harwell Campus. We campaign for better routes to work from all the local towns. We have been active in responding to planning issues and consultations in Didcot for many years and would like put forward our response to the Didcot Garden Town Delivery Plan Consultation.
We are pleased that cycling now appears to be taken seriously as a transport choice and the delivery plan will produce a cycling strategy and that some cycle projects have been identified as early priorities.
HarBUG would welcome the opportunity to be part of producing a cycling strategy for Didcot and the surrounding area.

A lot of the cycling proposals in the delivery plan focus on the three new spine routes; Gateway, Cultural and Garden Route. We would like to ensure that there will be plans and funding for missing links and omissions to cycle provision within Didcot e.g. links to the existing Didcot secondary schools, connections with a larger Science Vale Cycle Network, routes to and in Fleet Meadow and older parts of Didcot. These types of improvements will ensure the success of the three major routes.
We support the opening of Cow Lane Tunnel to cyclists and pedestrians only and feel this will greatly benefit Didcot. It is clear that there is resistance to these plans from some residents, we think there needs to be a clear explanation of why this is proposed and what the transport options are. In addition it needs to be made clear that Didcot cannot carry on the way it has been with respect to transport and people must make travel choices depending on the nature of their journey. Most importantly there must be good cycling infrastructure in place before the closure takes place and all this, we suggest, should take place before the Didcot North East developments starts. Infrastructure needs to include:
· A fast cycle link from Cow Lane to the new Didcot North East development and new leisure centre – making it quicker to cycle than drive. The most direct route exists, running to Tyne Avenue and past the local centre and lakes.

· An underpass where the fast cycle link crosses the Northern Perimeter Road and Tiger crossing at Tyne Avenue. This ensures a continuous cycle path from the North East Development to the town centre and station. It will also help traffic flow on the perimeter road.

· Plenty of covered cycle parking in the town centre, with secure lockers for cyclists with expensive bikes. The Orchard Centre phase 2 managed to get plans passed whilst offering less cycle parking places than the District Council’s own minimum requirements, this was highlighted in HarBUG’s response to the planning application.
· A cycle hub with secure parking at Didcot Parkway. The cycle hub could offer repair services, changing facilities, cycle hire (E-bike hire and charging) and cycling information.
· A network of cycle routes into and through the town linking schools, public amenities, shops and business parks.

Please find below specific comments to parts of the delivery plan:
· P36 – We agree with your Cycle Improvements statement. It should be noted that the Garden Line will be connecting Harwell Campus and Culham with Didcot. A lot of cyclists on the Garden Line will be commuters and the design of the infrastructure should reflect this i.e. a continuous journey at faster than leisure cycling speeds.

· P56 – Transport and Movement statement. We agree but a step change in transport modes needs good alternative infrastructure. Just building cycle paths in not enough the cycle paths need to meet the needs of cyclists in terms of convenience, continuity, comfort (not giving way to side roads) and safety.
· P62 – Fully support the need for a cycling strategy.

· P111 – Gateway Spine. We don’t believe that the cycle path shown as an aspiration for area A is practical. Building the cycle path in-between the railway and the A4130 does not serve the needs of cyclists. Cyclists will want to be on the south side where housing and cycle links are located.
· P111 – There is a mistake on the cycle path shown as area B. The cycle path on the north side (next to the railway) runs from Didcot Parkway to the Foxhall Roundabout only and not to the Perimeter Road as stated. At Foxhall Roundabout the path switches to a shared path on the south side (but there is no crossing point on this busy road) alongside Vauxhall Barracks. Again there is no reason to extend the cycle path on the north side, cyclists will want to be on the south side.

· P115 – Cultural Spine. The 1.5m cycle lanes are not wide enough as lanes next a main carriageway. We would like to see grade separation between the main carriageway and the cycle lane with measures to make sure the cycle lane is not used as parking spaces.
· P116 – For the Microhubs, the cycle racks must be secure so that cyclists can leave cycles and catch buses knowing that there is little chance that their cycles will be stolen or vandalised.
· P121 – Connected Ticketing. Can cycle hire be included on any ‘Oyster card’ equivalent?

· P121 – Autonomous Vehicles. A.V.s should run on roads and purpose built lanes, they must not run on footways, footpaths, cycle lanes, bridleways, restricted byways or shared use paths. The proposal for the Garden Line shows how this can be achieved.
· P328 – The Garden Line. This route is off-road from Didcot to the Harwell Campus except for Chilton Road from Upton. This can be busy and fast with a busy junction at the top of the hill. With recent improvements to the adjacent Hagbourne Hill road the Chilton Road could be closed to through traffic and be just used by cyclists and farm vehicles. Alternatively, advisory cycle lanes could be installed on either side of the carriageway with traffic calming in the main carriageway. 

A safe crossing point across the A417 in Upton should be built.

This stretch of the route needs to be cycle friendly to enable use by all types of cyclists.
· P328 – The Garden Line. The route to the North Wessex Downs AONB from Upton is only suitable for off road cycles. HarBUG with the Oxfordshire Cycling Network has submitted a bid with Highways England to get a cycle path installed between the Chilton Junction and the Ridgeway Junction on the A34. There is currently no safe cycle route across the Ridgeway for road bikes in-between Streatly and Wantage, cyclists have to use the A34. This would open the AONB to cyclists from Didcot and a potential Oxford to Newbury cycle route.

· P344 – Cultural Spine, Didcot Road. The Harwell Link Road will have cycle paths running alongside it but it is wrong to state that this will provide a link to the Harwell Campus from Didcot West. The quickest and most direct cycle route to the Harwell Campus is via Harwell village and the Winnaway.

HarBUG is concerned about the effect the five arm roundabout will have on the cycle route. We have proposed a ‘Dutch style’ roundabout for this junction to ensure a safe and convenient design for cyclists.
· P345 – Cultural Spine, Wantage Road. As previously stated 1.5m wide cycle lanes are too narrow.

· P346 – Cultural Spine, Wantage Road. We believe that Didcot parkway is the best place for a Cycle Hub as this will be the location where cycle routes start, finish or pass through and has the most cycle traffic.

· P351 – Gateway Spine. As previously stated the cycle lane proposed for the north side of the A4130 will not serve cyclists needs. This proposal runs through to the Foxhall roundabout not just to the Perimeter Road Roundabout (Manor Bridge) as shown.

· P363 – Rich’s Siding. Upgrade Brickfields underpass. This is uninviting with graffiti on the walls. This is due to the design e.g. smooth light walls, bushes hiding the path from the road and poor lighting. 
We look forward to .
Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Kevin Wilkinson

HarBUG Chairman

